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GRAND KNIGHT'S REPORT 
 

My Brother Knights, 
 

Happy New Year!  We had a wonderful 
holiday season and hope you did as well.  We say thank 
you to the Befumo Family for another in a long line of 
wonderful Christmas Parties and to the Romero Family 
for another enjoyable wine and cheese party.  Thank 
you for opening your homes up to your fellow Knights 
and their families.  We had some very successful 
fundraising activities over the holidays as well.  Brother 
Ray Stearns did yeoman’s work heading up our Keep 
Christ in Christmas card sales.  Our sales volume was 
much better than expected.  Thank you Brother Ray.  
Brother Jack Kapp ran our Council sweepstakes for the 
Super Bowl.  We more than doubled our charitable 
contributions over last year, which is an amazing feat in 
today’s economic times.  Thanks to Brother Jack for 
running the event and to all of our Brother Knights who 
bought and/ or sold tickets.  Lastly, we had a very 
successful sub sale over Super Bowl weekend.  Thanks 
to our new sub sales chairman, Brother Steve Palkovits 
and all of our Brother Knights who came out to prepare 
and sell sandwiches.  I would like to offer a special thank 
you to Neal and Christina Roberts for their help.  They 
have become a mainstay of our sub sales team this 
Fraternal Year.  We have lots of program opportunities 
over the next few months.  Please consult the calendar 
so you can take advantage of these great opportunities.   
 

As this New Year dawns, our new President and our 
Supreme Knight have appealed to all Americans for an 
increase in volunteerism.  As Knights of Columbus, we 
know and cherish the value of volunteerism.  We also 
have many demands on our time from family, work, and 
our Order.  As we prepare to enter the Lenten season I 
ask that you look deep inside your soul and see if during 
this season of reflection and prayer you might be willing 
and able to volunteer a few hours of your time to our 
various Council activities.  The hard work of our Council 
is instrumental to the success of our Parish and all of its 
ministries and activities.  We look forward to seeing you 
at our meetings and our events. 
 

Ad Gloriam Dei  
Vivat Jesus! 
 

Rick Johnson 
Grand Knight 
703-791-2002 
703-785-1220 

Stumpa10@comcast.net 

Mother Mary … Pray for Them 
 

Please remember all members and relatives of 
Ascension Council in your prayers as 
they work through challenges to their 
health. 
 

John Fritsch  John Angelotta 
Don Hajec 
 

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
 

Our Knight of the Month for December is Brother Ray 
Stearns.  Brother Ray is our Keep Christ in Christmas 
campaign chairman and he did an outstanding job 
selling our Christmas Cards this year.  He volunteered to 
sell Christmas Cards at the annual Parish Craft Fair and 
extended our sales by one weekend to accommodate 
parishioner requests.  He also manned our card table at 
all Masses.  Due to his efforts, we easily exceeded our 
sales goal for this year.  Brother Ray is a shining 
example of what it means to be a Knight of Columbus.  
 

Our Knight of the Month for January is Brother Jack 
Kapp.  Brother Jack is the chairman of our very 
successful Roses for Life program.  He coordinates the 
schedule with the parish office, buys and delivers the 
roses, and solicits volunteers to represent the Council at 
every baptism performed at Sacred Heart.  Brother Jack 
also runs our annual Super Bowl Raffle.  He made an 
extraordinary effort this year to get the word out about 
ticket sales and we more than doubled the proceeds we 
will be able to donate to charity this Fraternal Year.  
Brother Jack is also a shining example of what it means 
to be a Knight of Columbus.  
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
 

Brother Knights, 
 
I think it is fair to say that all our active Council members 
could not help but be impressed with the results of our 
January activities. 
 
The Wine social hosted by PGK Mike Romero and the 
Super Bowl Sub Sale chaired by Brother Steve had a lot 
in common:  superb leadership, great planning, and a 
large turn-out of Council members.   
 
We all had a great time at the social meeting and we 
sold out of subs before the Noon Mass.   In addition, that 
same Sunday, we provided coffee and donuts for the 
church and also presented a Rose for this afternoon 
baptism. 
 
It is also a pleasure to recognize Brother Jerry for his 
support of the annual District free-throw contest in which 
his daughter participated.   
 
Finally, Brother Jack did a terrific job with Super Bowl 
ticket sales and our Council will gain over $600 in 
additional revenue thanks to his efforts and all the 
Knights who both sold and purchased tickets.   
 
February has now started and it is also chock-full of 
council activities where you can get involved.  See the 
many activities listed below.   
 
Most importantly, don't forget to do something special on 
Valentines Day for your spouse who is so supportive of 
your activities as a Knight. 
 
In the December Newsletter, I talked about the 
importance of staying active and spending time with your 
families.  In that regard, I wanted to let all the active and 
Retired Military in our Council know about a great 
special Disneyworld is having to recognize our 
contributions.  During 2009, the Military ID holder can 
get a free 5 day pass to all their parks in the Orlando 
area and family member 5 day passes are also available 
at a great discount.  I found out about this special 
through the AF Services office at the Pentagon.   
Contact me or Disneyworld for more details. 
 
I don't know about you all but I am looking forward to 
some warmer weather when we can start having outdoor 
BBQs again!   
 

Program Director 
Bob Garman 
Deputy Grand Knight 
703-331-3060 
RMGarman@comcast.net 
 

Church 
 

The Director’s objective for Church 
activities is to provide council involvement 
in, service to, and/or increased council 
commitment to our Church, clergy and 
religious, to enrich the spiritual 
involvement of individual members in their Church and 
its activities, and to promote vocations to the religious 
life. 
 

Coffee & Donuts service are served by the Knights after 
each Mass on the first Sunday of each month.  Contact 
Bob Garman to sign up for a particular Mass you attend. 
 
To clean out the last excesses prior to the beginning of 
Lent, we will be sponsoring a Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Breakfast in the Parish Hall on Tuesday, February 24th.  
Preparation will start at 5:30 PM and dinner will be 
available starting at 6:30 PM.  For more details or to 
help, please contact John Brady. 
 
Mark your calendars for our annual Clergy Appreciation 
Dinner scheduled for Saturday April 25th.   
 

Family  
 

The Director’s objective for Family 
Activities is to involve the entire family in 
the activities of the Knights of Columbus, 
to strengthen family life, and to care for 
widows and children of deceased members. 
 

Ascension Council will be participating in the annual 
KOC State Bowling Tournament on March 28th and 29th.  
This year it will be held at the Bowl America in 
Woodbridge.  Applications are due no later than March 
13th.  Please see John Brady or Rick Johnson for more 
information or to get an application.  This is open to 
Knights and their families. 
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Youth 
 

The Director’s objective for Youth 
activities is to provide opportunities for 
all youth to become personally involved 
and committed to programs for 
improvement of their physical, social, and moral 
development.  
 
On January 18th, Ascension Council participated in the 
annual Knights of Columbus Free Throw championship.  
Alexandra Michonski won the Council and District 12 
championship for the 14 year old girls division. 
 

 
 
There are no youth activities scheduled in February or 
March. 
 

Community 
 

The Director’s objective for Community 
activities is to increase the council’s 
awareness of its life within the community 
and to promote council as well as 
individual involvement in the community. 
 
There are no community activities scheduled in February 
or March. 

Council  
 

The Director’s objective for Council 
activities is to increase fraternalism 
among members, to provide enjoyment to 
members and their families, to ensure 
service to the brotherhood and 

advancement in the Order's degrees. 
 

In addition to the regular business meeting on February 
12th, we will have a Mass and Social Meeting on 
Saturday February 21st starting at 9 AM.  This meeting 
will feature the Other Gospels - see or write Brother 
George Darnell for more details.  That same evening, 
the Church will be hosting the Mardi Gras Dance. 
 
With the economic crisis hitting more and more people, 
we will begin to collect food at all of our meetings for 
those in need.  If possible, please bring one or more 
cans of non-perishable food (protein especially needed) 
to any Ascension Council meeting you attend. 
 
Our next sub sale will take place after all Masses on the 
weekend of April 4th and 5th…the weekend of the NCAA 
Men’s Final Four Tourney and Palm Sunday.  
Preparation usually begins around 8 AM on Saturday 
and 7 AM on Sunday. 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

The following Ascension Council knights will 
be celebrating February and March birthdays: 
 
Tony Bado, PGK Jeff Befumo, PGK 
Art Bohn, CGK  Joseph Briganti 
Frank Burkart  George Darnell, PGK 
Emmanuel DeVera Alfredo Escobar 
Christopher Farrell, Jr. Robert Frappier 
John Genauldi  John Grenier 
Mark Horn  Paul Loving 
Joe Marshall  William Miller 
John Murray, PGK Anthony Muscarella 
Delano Olson  Richard Rocha 
Mike Saller, Sr.  Robert Salm 
Thomas Wolter   Thomas Zum Brunnen, PGK 
 

NISSAN 
 
After a disappointing 2008 in terms of funds versus 
effort, it has been decided to go back to our old way of 
running our own Nissan Pavilion teams.  Please 
consider volunteering – in 2007 we earned over $6000 
for Ascension Council purposes.  We cannot do this 
without more council members participating.  Please 
contact Art Bohn, CGK for further information. 
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LECTURER’S CORNER 
 
Lost Gospels or False Gospels? 
 
The Knights of Columbus and Sacred Heart Faith 
Formation invite you to attend a presentation and 
discussion entitled "Lost Gospels or False Gospels?" on 
Saturday, February 21st, at 10 AM in the parish hall.  
Refreshments will be served.  This program is intended 
for adult faith formation, but families are welcome.  What 
will we cover?  Christians and many non-Christians have 
long accepted Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—the four 
gospels of the New Testament—as the only reliable 
accounts of the life and teaching of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Recent media stories and certain best-selling books 
have alerted the public to alternative writings about 
Jesus, leading many people—including many 
believers—to wonder why we should consider only the 
four New Testament gospels as “gospel truth.”  Was 
there a conspiracy in the early Church to suppress these 
writings?  Do they add anything to our understanding of 
Jesus? 
 
The alternative writings about Jesus bear the names of 
such prominent early Christians as Peter, Thomas, Mary 
Magdalene, Judas, James, and Andrew. Some of these 
writings purport to contain “secret” teachings of Jesus, to 
recount his childhood or to fill in other gaps in the story 
of Jesus. Some contradict the New Testament. What 
should informed believers and nonbelievers make of 
them? Were they written by disciples of Jesus as they 
claim? How do they compare with the New Testament 
gospels? Are these works “lost gospels” or “false 
gospels”?  
 
In this thought-provoking presentation, top scholars of 
early Christian writings answer these and other crucial 
questions. They discuss the relationship between these 
works and the New Testament. The experts also explore 
Gnostic writings such as the “Gospel of Thomas” and 
the “Gospel of Judas”, and they reveal startling facts 
about the groups who composed them. Anyone who is 
interested in the truth about Jesus and the early Church 
must attend Lost Gospels or False Gospels? 
 
Featuring an Ignatius Press DVD with Jesuit Father 
Mitch Pacwa, Dr. Craig Evans, Dr. Ben Witherington, III, 
Dr. Timothy Gray, Dr. Edward Sri, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, 
Dr. Craig Blomberg, and Dr. Gary Habermas.  George 
Darnell and Ted Zuenzes will facilitate a discussion of 
the DVD.   

 
Copies of these gospels will be available to browse and 
handouts on the formation of the Old and New 
Testaments will be distributed. 
 
Contact George Darnell, 703-791-5153, for more 
information. 
 

FAMILY OF THE MONTH 
 

Our Family of the Month for December is the Befumo 
Family.  PGK Jeff is our Worthy Financial Secretary as 
well as serving as a temporarily-appointed member of 
the KOVAR Board. He is a Eucharistic Minister active in 
the Parish Faith Formation program. Karen is President 
the Parish Council, is also a Eucharistic Minister and is a 
Catechist the Faith Formation Program. Jeff and Karen 
hosted another outstanding Council Christmas 
celebration this year. 
 

Our Family of the Month for January is the Anderson 
Family.  Bob, Dianne, and Hillary are all very active 
members of Sacred Heart’s Parish.  Dianne is part of the 
Altar Care Guild.  She and the rest of the family are 
largely responsible for the beautifully decorated altar 
during each of our Feast Days.  She is a member of our 
wonderful Parish Choir and is one of two lay leaders for 
our parish Youth Group.  Hillary is a senior at C.D. 
Hylton High School, is active in the Parish Youth Group 
and, along with her Mom, is an anchor of our Parish 
Choir for the 9 and 10:30 AM Masses. 
 

STATE CHAPLAIN MESSAGE 
 
The message recorded by our State Chaplain, Bishop 
Loverde, for the Mid-Year meeting is posted at this site: 
 
http://www.vakofc.org/BishopLoverdeJanuary2009.wmv 

DEGREE SCHEDULE 
 

The following lists all 1st through 3rd degrees of interest 
to the council for the current fraternal year: 
 
1st 9285 Thursday Feb 12 @ Sacred Heart Church 
1st 7165 Wednesday Feb 18 @ John Paul I Home 
3rd  Saturday  Feb 21 @ 6175 Sterling 
2nd Dist  Thursday  Mar 5 @ John Paul I Home 
1st 8183 Tuesday  Mar 17 @ St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
1st 7165 Wednesday Apr 1 @ John Paul I Home 
2nd Dist  Tuesday  Apr 14 @ John Paul I Home – We Host 
1st 7165 Wednesday May 20 @ John Paul I Home 
2nd Dist 12 Tuesday May 26 @ John Paul I Home 
3rd  Saturday June 13 @ 5332 Manassas 



KNIGHT TIMES
Ascension Council #9285

Manassas, Virginia
 

 Page 5 
 

 

SWEEPSTAKES 
We have ~36 tickets to these sweepstakes for sale as 
$10 each.  Our council gets to keep $3 for each ticket 
sold.  Please consider purchasing one if your 
circumstances allow.  This one is on a short time line.  I 
have to turn in the money and unsold tickets on March 
7th.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 

 

 
MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES 
 

The following Ascension Council 
knights will be celebrating their 
membership anniversaries in February 
or March (years as a knight are shown):   
 
John Angelotta (42) Charles Quinones, PGK (35) 
Kenneth Mathiasmeier (29) Tony Catabui (26) 
Art Bohn, CGK (25) Anthony Muscarella (16) 
Don Lewandowski (15) Al Litchfield, PGK (15) 
Tom Zum Brunnen, PGK (15) Christopher Hadley (14) 
Mark Heller (14)  Doug Blair, PGK (13) 
John Murray, PGK (13) Mike Romero, PGK (13) 
Peter Sisa (13)  Paul Loving (12) 
Kerri Crutchman (10) John Genauldi (10) 
Don Hajec (10)  David Hangsleben (10) 
Timothy Driskill (8) David Jesser (6) 
Timothy Dumm (3) Michael Saller, Sr. (3) 
John Schroeder (3) William W. Miller (2) 
James Pritcher (1) Cosmas Emegbusim (1) 
Alfredo Escobar (1) Joseph Gozzo (1) 
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VA KOC DISCOUNT CARDS 
 

Virginia Knights Discount Card & Sweepstakes 
Why Participate?  http://discount.greenbee.us 
 
Features:  1) Instant discounts on merchandise and/or 
service available from your computer.  2) Easily 
accessible website 3) Print discount coupons or use the 
on-line ordering incentives to save money using the 
Virginia Knights Discount Card 
 
Benefits:  1)  Shop from your home and save money. 
2) Web site buying saves time and gas. 3) Easily browse 
the site for now and future bargains. 
 
Retailers: 1) Featured retailers change offers and 
discounts on a regular basis. 2) Brand name stores give 
you confidence when shopping on the internet. 3) 
Choose from a variety of retailers and merchandise. 
 
Value: 1) The $10 Discount Card cost can easily be 
saved with only one purchase. 2) Unlimited use of the 
Discount Card site is available until the expiration  
date. 3) Discount Cards available with future 
Sweepstakes Promotions. 
 
Three Reasons To Participate: 1) You save money! 2) 
You have the opportunity to win CASH PRIZES in the 
Sweepstakes programs! 3) You support the Virginia 
Knights of Columbus and all of its charitable programs.   
 
We will be selling these at our February Business and 
Social Meetings. 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

Welcome to our latest newsletter.  
Thanks to those who contributed.   
Please check out the Birthdays and 
Anniversaries this time.  We have 
the highest concentration of Grand 
Knights all year in both categories.  I 
wonder what that means???  
 

Due to the high cost and extra work 
involved, the council has decided to 
stop mailing hardcopy newsletters to 
anyone.  We will continue to post the newsletter on the 
council website (see below) and on the Knight’s bulletin 
board at church across from the main floor bathrooms.  
If this is not sufficient, please make sure we have your 
updated email address as those receiving email versions 
of the newsletter always get their first.  We would like to 
have 100% coverage by email with the postings as 
backup.   If I don’t have your email, please send me a 
note with it and I will add it to the distribution list.  All 
newsletters are sent as blind carbon copy to minimize 
potential malware or other threats from utilizing the 
entire distribution list. 
 

I would like all future newsletter inputs no later than the 
Saturday before the 1st Thursday of the month of issue.  
For the March calendar/event summary I will need any 
changes or updates by February 28th.  For the April/May 
issue I will need articles by Saturday, March 27th.  
Please mark these dates on your calendar and plan 
ahead to meet these deadlines.  If I don’t get inputs you 
don’t get a newsletter...   
 
See a softcopy at 
http://ascensioncouncil.org/Newsletters and 
Calendars/koc0209.pdf. Please email me with your 
contributions at voyagerjs@earthlink.net.   
 

Disclaimer: the views and opinions in this newsletter do 
not necessarily reflect those of the KOC. 
 

Editor  
Joe Marshall 
Chancellor  
voyagerjs@earthlink.net 
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INSERT FEBRUARY CALENDAR HERE 
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INSERT MARCH CALENDAR HERE 
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INSERT APRIL CALENDAR HERE 
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Ascension Council 9285, 2008–2009 Fraternal Year Positions 
Position Name Phone E-mail 
Chaplain Father Mike Bazan 590.0030 MJBazan@comcast.net 
Grand Knight Rick Johnson 791.2002 Stumpa10@comcast.net 
Deputy Grand Knight Bob Garman 331.3060 RMGarman@comcast.net 
Program Director Bob Garman 331.3060 RMGarman@comcast.net 
Financial Secretary Jeff Befumo, PGK 791.6748 JBefumo@hotmail.com 
Recorder  John Brady 680.5135 JohnBrady01@comcast.net 
Lecturer George Darnell 791.5153 DarnellGD@comcast.net 

Treasurer  Jerry Michonski, PGK 791.3148 JerryandGiulia.Michonski@verizon.ne
t 

Chancellor  John Angelotta 791.6940 Angelotta@verizon.net 
Advocate  Joe Marshall 791.4119 VoyagerJS@earthlink.net 
Warden John  Fritsch 334.4234 Terp14@comcast.net 
Inside Guard   Wayne Brown  WPBrown6@verizon.net 
Outside Guard Bill Miller 794-8818 bill.miller@serco-na.com 
Outside Guard Rick Crete 730.3869 RandPCrete@verizon.net 
3 Year Trustee  Doug Blair, PGK 583.5937 DougBlair@aol.com 
2 Year Trustee  Steve Trotman, PGK 794.1137 SDTrotman@comcast.net 
1 Year Trustee Bryan Roberts, PGK 580.8660 BryanR@excaliburgrpllc.com 
    
Church Director OPEN   
Council Director OPEN   
Family Director  Jim St. Amour 878.5091 StAmourDC@msn.net 
Community Director OPEN   

Youth Director Jerry Michonski, PGK 791.3148 JerryandGiulia.Michonski@verizon.ne
t 

Membership/Retention Director  Doug Blair, PGK 583.5937 DougBlair@aol.com 
KCIC Chairman Ray Stearns 791.2465 RSTearns@worldnet.att.net 
KOVAR Chairman  John Brady 680.5135 JohnBrady01@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor Joe Marshall 791.4119 VoyagerJS@earthlink.net 
Pro-Life Chair Persons  Curtis & Norma Donato 878.7303 CurtisDonato@verizon.net 
Roses For Life Jack Kapp 303.7126 JKapp2@comcast.net 
Sub Sales Chairman  Steve Palkovitz 491.9174 Spalkovitz@comcast.net 
Nissan Chairman Art Bohn, CGK 368.6964 Arthur.Bohn@vion.net 
Parish Brunch Chairman John Brady 680.5135 JohnBrady01@comcast.net 
VDOT Road Cleanup Tom Zum Brunnen, PGK 794.8413 ThomasZB@comcast.net 
Website Webmaster Joe Marshall 791.4119 VoyagerJS@earthlink.net 
Degree Team Leader Andy Baronavski, PGK 791.6420 andy.baronavski@verizon.net 
    
District Deputy Hector Dittamo 491-5585 HDittamo@yahoo.com 
District Warden Gary Lee 490-5394 GLeeSR@comcast.net 
KOC Insurance Field Agent Donald Murphy 540 720-8057 Donald.Murphy@kofc.org 
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Knights of Columbus
12975 Purcell Road
Manassas, VA      20112
____________________

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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