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GRAND KNIGHT'S REPORT

S

Brother Knights of Ascension Council, g\,~

= (]
Merry Christmas (2007) and Happy ~
New Year (2008)! | know it seems too soon to be
greeting great Catholic gentlemen this way, but we are
in fact in the Advent Season. | pray to Jesus every day
and thank our Lord for our blessings. You all make me
proud to know each of you, as Catholic men and brother
knights. May God look upon our council this Christmas
season; may we continue to do good works, remain in
good health and enjoy each other's company.

The Knights of Ascension Council supported the Sacred
Heart Halloween Party in October. | thank Brother Rick
Johnson for pulling together a great team to help the
Women of Sacred Heart. If you have pictures, please
share them with Brother Joe Marshall, for use on our
web site.

We continue to work towards recruiting additional
Catholic gentlemen into our council. | recently attended
the 2" Degree at John-Paul | Council. This district
event was hosted by our council. If you haven't had a
chance to stop by to see the progress JP-l is making
with the upgrades to their council home, stop by on
Friday or Saturday night after 7 PM (when the bar is
open) and watch some sports on the big-screen(s) and
see what a lot of work and funds can do. We do need to
pray that our numbers do increase (slightly) this year
and the men of Sacred Heart see that becoming a
Knight of Columbus is in their future.

| would like to point out that we have many craftsmen in
our midst. One brother knight | would like to focus on
this month is Brother Bill Miller. You see his exquisite
work every time you step into the foyer of Sacred Heart
Church. He created from his hands, the new food bin for
food donations. Please, when you see Brother Bill next,
thank him for his great work.

We continue to keep very, very busy as knights selling
Keep Christ in Christmas, Christmas Cards — thank you
Brother Ray Stearns. To ensure our Christmas is
brighter — Brother Bryan Roberts has brought poinsettias
this season, selling them to all — we thank you. Again,
we care for those in our community as well as we took
time this past weekend to put up the Christmas lights at
our adopted ARC-home - thank you Brother Bryan
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Roberts, Brother Richard Crete, Brother Mike Todd and
Alex Blair for coming out and making someone else’s
Christmas brighter as well.

During our Social Meeting for November, Venturing
Crew #608 presented $500 to our council to be donated
to a charity of our choice. | continue to pray that we be
given divine guidance on who can best use these hard
earned dollars. We will discuss this as new business at
our next meeting.

Please take time out of your busy schedules to spend
some Christmas cheer with your brother knights at our
Christmas Party at Brother Jeff Befumo's home. We
would like to personally thank Jeff and Karen for opening
their home to us all. Please bring a dish (appetizer or
dessert) to share and each person attending should
bring a gift to exchange.

Please understand that you all “DO” make a difference
as a part of TEAM Virginia. For this | thank each brother
knight in our council.

Doug Blair
Grand Knight

703-583-5937
dougblair@aol.com

Mother Mary ... Pray for Them

Please remember all members and relatives of
Ascension Council in your prayers as they work
through challenges to their health.
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! We certainly
had a jam-packed fall. | hope you all took advantage of
the unseasonably warm weather this year and sent
some quality time with your families in addition to
supporting our Council's events. | would like to recap
where we have been this past fall and what we have
coming up in the next couple of very busy months.

We wrapped another successful Nissan fundraising
season with the Brad Paisley concert on October 6" and
once again, we exceeded our budget goal. We owe a
great debt of gratitude to all of the Nissan volunteers,
and especially Brother Art Bohn, CGK, for realizing our
goals once again. All of our volunteers were treated to a
wonderful dinner and evening out at Dak’s Grill on
November 4". It was a great end to a great season. As
you probably know, Nissan is our greatest source of
funds for all of our annual activities and outreach
programs. Please keep Nissan in mind as you make
your plans for next spring, summer, and fall and
consider donating one evening to come out and assist.
It is a lot of fun and if every Knight volunteers for one or
two concerts, that would level out the commitment
required by all.

Brother Bryan Roberts has led us on two successful
expeditions to the ARC home on Neddleton Avenue for
some fall cleanup and to put up the home’s Christmas
decorations. As Mike Todd told us at our wonderful
social meeting on Nov 29", these visits are truly a
blessing and the residents really look forward to us
coming and helping, but also socializing over a cup of
coffee or hot chocolate. Please consider helping out on
the Saturdays when ARC cleanup is scheduled. You
are helping someone much less fortunate in their quest
to enjoy a more normal life.

We ended October with a fantastic Children’s Halloween
Party on the 28". We had over 60 participants enjoy
games, contests and lots of party treats. The children
really enjoyed themselves as they ate over 100 hot
dogs! We took a little bit of a break in November, but
stil managed to stay busy. We had the Nissan
celebration at Dak’s followed by a farewell to Father
Peter, who we will greatly miss. We were lucky to have
been blessed with his presence for the better part of
three years and wish him well in his new assignment in
the Diocese of Richmond.
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We rounded out the month with a great Social Meeting
on the 29". Kudos go to Brother Tom Zum Brunnen,
PGK, and his lovely wife Dixie for the wonderful pulled
pork and to Brother Curtis Donato for those awesome
barbequed spare ribs. Mike Todd gave us a wonderful
talk on how ARC of Prince William supports some of our
less fortunate citizens and how much they appreciate
our efforts to help out where we can. We accomplished
a lot this fall and we have a pretty busy winter ahead of
us.

We are in the midst of our Keep Christ in Christmas
campaign. Brother Ray Stearns has done yeoman’s
work setting up the sales. Please stop by after any of
the Masses on December 8" or 9" and help out for a
few minutes. Brother Bryan Roberts set up our
Poinsettia sales again this year. Hopefully we will find a
good home for all of those beautiful flowers! Please
remember to keep December 15" open for our
December Social and annual Christmas Party. Once
again, Brother Jeff Befumo, PGK, and his lovely wife
Karen will open their home for us to share some
Christmas treats and fellowship with our brother knights
and their wives.

We will start off the New Year by taking down the
Christmas lights at ARC and with the annual Free Throw
competition at Holy Family on Jan 5. On the 13", we
will have our wonderful pancake breakfast. We will need
lots of help with that on if we are to serve after all
Masses. On February 2™ and 3", we will have a sub
sale for Super Bowl Sunday. We will need lots of help to
make the subs and then sell them after all Masses.
More information will be forthcoming on these two
events.

I would like to take some time to recognize the following
brother knights for their dedication to our Council and
our order. Brother Ray Stearns has once again
volunteered to lead our Keep Christ in Christmas card
campaign. As you know, in this age of information
overload, the true meaning of Christmas tends to get lost
in the hustle and bustle of our holiday activities. This
very important program helps us to remember the real
reason we celebrate Christmas. Please help Brother
Ray in his efforts. To further reinforce the thought, the
next time you exchange greetings with someone,
instead of the standard “have a happy holiday,” try and
offer a hearty “Merry Christmas” to all you meet.

Brother Bryan Roberts, PGK, has been our anchor for
recruitment and the ARC home for the past two years.
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As always, he has done a wonderful job with both. We
could not have executed either of these programs
without his leadership.

Brother Rich Ontko has done a wonderful job picking up
the donut duty from Brother Richard Rocha. As Richard
can testify, it adds up to early mornings and long
stretches at Sacred Heart the first Sunday of every
month. We owe Rich a debt of gratitude for stepping up
to the plate on this one. One way to repay him is to
please pitch in and help after Mass the first Sunday of
every month.

Last but not least, our Grand Knight Douglas Blair is the
picture of dedication. First and foremost, he is a
husband and father. Secondly, he leads our council and
its many activities. Last, but not least, he is the Faithful
Captain at Bishop Flaherty Assembly. All of these are
full-time jobs and Doug manages to perform each one
superbly. Thank you for your dedication and service.
May all of you have a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New year with your families as we welcome our
Lord and Savior into the world.

Program Director

Rick Johnson

Deputy Grand Knight
703-791-2002
StumpalO@comcast.net

Need for Program Chairs

Brother Knights, we need a brother knight to step
forward and fill at least one of our two remaining
Chairmen Positions: Youth and Pro-Life.

Our Youth Chairman is needed to help pull together our
support of what should be a Knight's Event — the Annual
Halloween Party. We should work to support the Youth
Christmas Party, and Free Throw Competition. We don’t
have anyone to support the Soccer Kick Competition, or
maybe an essay contest this year. I'm sure Brother
George Darnell, PGK, would also love to get the word
out and have more children at the summer pool party
next year. Please think about volunteering to chair this
important vocation.

Our Pro-Life family works to educate each of us on
activities we should be supporting, events we should
attend, and as the Knights support local initiatives.
Please talk to your spouse and volunteer to be our Pro-
Life Chairman for this fraternal year.
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Church

The Director's objective for Church
activities is to provide council involvement
in, service to, and/or increased council
commitment to our Church, clergy and
religious, to enrich the spiritual
involvement of individual members in their Church and
its activities, and to promote vocations to the religious
life.

Coffee & Donuts service continues. The Knights of
Columbus have the First Sunday of the month. Please
support before and after the Mass you normally attend,
even a hello goes a long way. Without your 30 minutes
of support, it is a lot of work on just the two or three
knights that work to support the parish on “Our” Sunday.

KCIC and Poinsettia sales will conclude the weekend of
December 8-9".

Please join with your brother knights for a Christmas
Week Corporate Communion Mass and Breakfast on
December 30". We will meet in the kitchen around 8
AM to get the food started and then sit together in the
front of the church on the right side for 9 AM Mass. We
will then share breakfast after Mass in the Parish Hall.
Please wear your KOC shirt or other identification.
RSVP to Rick Johnson by Christmas if you are going to
attend.

Council

The Director's objective for Council
activities is to increase fraternalism
among members, to provide enjoyment to
members and their families, to ensure
service to the brotherhood and
advancement in the Order's degrees.

Our business meeting on December 13" will start shortly
after the Advent Penance Service concludes. Our social
meeting is being combined with the Adult Christmas
Party on December 15™.

Our social meeting in January will be a Wine and
Cheese gathering at the Romero’'s home on Friday
evening, January 25", More details will follow.

Our business meeting in February will be on the 28" due
to Valentine’s Day falling on the second Tuesday. Our
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social meeting that month will be combined with the
parish Valentine’s Day Dance on February o,

The link to check your tickets to see if you have won in
the Knights of Columbus football sweeps is:
http://footballsweeps.com/home/fb07/home.php

Family

The Director's objective for Family
Activities is to involve the entire family in
the activities of the Knights of Columbus,
to strengthen family life, and to care for
widows and children of deceased members.

The Council Adult Christmas Party is scheduled for
Saturday, December 15th from 7 to 11:30 PM at the
Befumo's home at 16933 Four Seasons Drive in
Dumfries, Virginia (off 234 between 195 and Montclair).
At the gate enter 3911 to call the house so we can let
you in. At the end of the entrance road is club house.
Turn left to get to our house though, if parking is tight,
we will pick you up in the club house parking lot.

Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Also,
each person should bring a White Elephant gift to
exchange.

Youth

The Director's objective for Youth ‘f,ﬁ% ¥
activities is to provide opportunities for Qif&!‘%:&jﬁij
all youth to become personally involved m%_u_fl 'ﬁf
and committed to programs for ) '
improvement of their physical, social, and moral
development.

The Children’s Christmas Party will be held on Sunday
December 16" at 2 PM in the Parish Hall. Although
sponsored and run by the Women of Sacred Heart, they
can always use help setting up and cleaning up.

Our annual free throw competition will be held at the
Holy Family Gym on January 5™ from 12:30 to 3:30 PM.
This will be a pretty big event this year, with up to six
local councils participating. We will need help signing in
participants and judging the competition. Concessions
will be sold to benefit Holy Family athletics.

Please come out and support these fun events.
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Community

The Director’s objective for Community
activities is to increase the council's
awareness of its life within the community
and to promote council as well as
individual involvement in the community.

We begin the New Year by taking the lights down at the
ARC Home on Saturday January 5".  Please meet at
the Church parking lot at 9 AM.

INSURANCE AGENT

If you haven't visited the Knights of Columbus Web site
in a while, | encourage you to do so the next time you're
online. There are many exciting features on
www.kofc.org, but there are two that | wish to make you
especially aware of.

The first is our member testimonial area, titled “Stages of
Life.” In this multi-media area, six “real-life” stories are
told — stories of people at different stages of their lives.
Chances are one of them will sound a lot like you.
These people talk about how their Knights of Columbus
agent took the time to demonstrate for them the need for
life insurance in their lives. I'll be happy to do that for
you and your family as well.

The second is our Life Insurance Calculator. This
handy, easy-to-use online tool was developed to allow
you, in about 15-20 minutes, to estimate the amount of
life insurance coverage you need. The information you'll
be asked to provide will be basic (the type most folks
would tend to have at their fingertips), and secure (it's
intended to be used solely for the purposes of the online
calculator — the Order won't capture it or share it with
anyone, including me!).

| stress that the number you'll receive is an estimate,
based on the basic information you provide. It's not
intended to take the place of the free, professional
needs analysis that I'll be happy to provide for you and
your family. Give me a call — I'd like to meet with you.

General Agent

Jim Ulmer, FICF

540-972-4852 or 800-575-5632 (Office);
540-894-1088 (Cell)
james.ulmer@kofc.org

http://www.kofcinsurance-nva.org
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BIRTHDAYS

_ | o i

The following Ascension Council knights @%’
will be celebrating December or January g‘f—)
birthdays:

Bob Garman
William McCabe
Michael Ragan
Clement Ryan

Andy Baronavski, PGK
Michael Lang
Christopher Potvin
Robert Regan

John Toth Frank Varljen
Ray Bazan Ron DeSpirito
Bill Hechmer, PGK John Hon
Ken Mathiasmeier Ray Stearns
Albert Thomas Mark Uhler

Ed Wickenhofer Jim Yuengert

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

The Family of the Month for September is the Saller
family, featuring Mike, Alexis and Mike Jr. The Saller
family enthusiastically supports both the council and
Sacred Heart Church. Mike senior and Mike junior are
an inseparable team supporting the Knights. Mike,
Alexis and Mike are faithful volunteers, assist Sacred
Hearts Faith Formation group, assist the youth group
and yet they find the time to tirelessly support all council
events as well. We are proud to have them as members
or our parish and council.

The Family of the Month for October is the Angelotta
family, featuring John and Emily. A Dedicated Knight,
Brother John and his wife Emily are dedicated to the
Knights of Columbus and Sacred Heart Church. John is
a 1st Degree team member, a church usher and
provides leadership for every project the church and
council take on. They are an inseparable team,
volunteering for church events including the Summer
Festival, Fall Festival and children's parties just to name
few. Their tireless efforts draw other knights to
participate as well.

The Family of the Month for November is the Stearns
family featuring Ray and Dolly. As a dedicated Knight
and family member, Ray takes on the Keep Christ in
Christmas Chairmanship every year. He is an active
council leader, assisting in the council and church where
ever needed.
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MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES

The following Ascension Council
knights will be celebrating their
membership anniversaries in December
or January (years as a knight are
shown):

Bob Salm (31) Stephen Burwinkel (21)
Tony Bado, PGK (21) Jack DuFrain (21)
George Braun (20) Bill Hechmer, PGK (20)
Rich Rocha (20) Mike Vrabel, Jr. (20)
Dominick Pellegrino (19)

Wallace Geiger (15) Joe Briganti (11)

John Hon (11) John Cunha (10)

Ken Henz (10) Kevin Henry (8)
Emmanual DeVera (8) Mark Uhler (8)

Paul Hillenbrand (7) William Miller (7)

Paul Neuzil (7) Salomon Carias (5)
Ray Stearns (4) James McKay (2)
David Watjen (1)

MARCH FOR LIFE 2008

In our ongoing struggle to have Roe vs. Wade
overturned, pro-lifers must unite to demonstrate our faith
and solidarity and educate America that the right to life
vests in each human being at fertilization. Please join
pro-lifers in Washington D.C. for this year's 35th Annual
March for Life on January 22", 2008. The theme for this
year's event is "Build Unity on the Life Principles
throughout America. No Exception! No Compromise!”
Please take the time to review the March for Life website
for additional information, which can be found at
http://www.marchforlife.org. If you wish to show your
support in the way of volunteering, contact Curtis Donato
@ 703-878-7303 or via email: curtisdonato@verizon.net.

Those wishing to participate in the march, the parish will
have a chartered bus to transport supporters to and from
the event and there will be sign-ups in the commons
area, beginning several weeks before the event. Please
watch the bulletin for details.

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH

The Knight of the Month for September is Ray Bazan.
Brother Ray is always there when you need assistance,
and is a constant support to the council. He provides
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mentorship to me as Grand Knight and supported
multiple activities throughout the year.

The Knight of the Month for October is Bill Miller. Bill
continually supports our Nissan Events. He built by
hand the new Sacred Heart Church Food for the Poor
collection bin out of hardwood. He is a great Brother
Knight.

The Knight of the Month for November is Rick Ontko.
He provides leadership with a soft-touch. He is always
helpful with his guidance, volunteerism, not to mention
solid leadership as Donut Duty Chairman for 2007—
2008.

DEGREE SCHEDULE

The following degrees are scheduled for the remainder
of this fraternal year and of interest to District 12:

December 18 1st @ John Paul I

January 2 1st @ St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
January 15 224 @ John Paul I Home
January 19 3rd @ 6296 Fairfax

February 16
February 28

34 @ 6175 Stetling
1st @ Ascension

March 4 1st @ St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Match 5 1st @ John Paul I

March 6 2nd @ John Paul I Home

March 9 31 @ 2473 Atrlington

April 10 1st @ Ascension

May 7 1st @ John Paul I

May 27 20d @ John Paul I Home

June 14 31 @ 6332 Manassas
NISSAN

A big thank you goes to those who have volunteered for
your hard work — we have made a good effort in
providing funds for council activities. We earned a total
of $5.045.14 for the season from 11 shows and had a
great time at the Worker’s Appreciation Dinner.

Through feedback and emails we learned that those

groups that worked all 17 shows this year received an

extra bonus at year end. Additionally, though the

number of Nissan concerts held were down in 2007,

Aramark did enjoy quite a few successes:

= Aramark's per capita, or sales per person, was up by
over 10% vs. 2006.
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= The lemonade stands average sales were up 43%
vs. 2006.

= With the addition of the beer walls and wheelbarrows
on the hill we were able to grow the per capita
spending by 26% overall and some shows by well
over 100% vs. same shows in 2006.

= Aramark successfully took over operating the
specialty food locations.

= Aramark also took back the VIP food program.

Nissan Chairman

Art Bohn

Charter Grand Knight
703-368-6964
arthur.bohn@vion.com

EDITOR’'S CORNER

Welcome to our latest newsletter.
Thanks to those who contributed.

If you currently receive this newsletter hardcopy and
have an email account where you can receive and read
PDF files, please consider providing it for newsletter
delivery and for updates by our council Airset calendar
website. This also saves the council postage and
printing costs. All files are sent as industry standard
PDF files. Send me the email and | will update our
records. Also, if your email changes, please notify me
so | may keep the council newsletters and notices
coming.

| would like all future newsletter inputs no later than the
Saturday before the 1* Thursday of the month of issue.
For the January calendar/event summary | will need any
changes or updates by December 29", For the
February/March issue | will need articles by Saturday,
February 2", Please mark these dates on your calendar
and plan ahead to meet these deadlines. See a
softcopy at http://ascensioncouncil.org/Newsletters and
Calendars/koc1207.pdf. Please email me with your
contributions at voyagerjs@earthlink.net.

Disclaimer: the views and opinions in this newsletter do
not necessarily reflect those of the KOC.

Editor

Joe Marshall
Chancellor
voyagerjis@earthlink.net

Page 6



gz KNIGHT TIMES  _2gees.

Ascension Council #9285
Manassas, Virginia

INSERT DECEMBER CALENDAR HERE
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INSERT JANUARY CALENDAR HERE
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Ascension Council 9285, 2007-2008 Fraternal Year Positions

Position Name Phone E-mail
Chaplain Father Mike Bazan 590.0030 mjbazan@comcast.net
Grand Knight Doug Blair 583.5937 dougblair@aol.com
Deputy Grand Knight Rick Johnson 791.2002 StumpalO@comcast.net
Program Director Rick Johnson 791.2002 StumpalO@comcast.net
Financial Secretary Jeff Befumo, PGK 791.6748 jbefumo@hotmail.com
Recorder Bob Garman 331.3060 rmgarman@comcast.net
Lecturer Tom Zum Brunnen, PGK | 794.8413 thomaszb@comcast.net
Treasurer Jerry Michonski, PGK 791.3148 fe”ya”dg'““a'm'Chons"'@"e”zo”'”e
Chancellor Joe Marshall 791.4119 voyagerjs@eatrthlink.net
Advocate Andy Baronavski, PGK 791.6420 andy.baronavski@verizon.net
Warden John Angelotta 791.6940 angelotta@comcast.net
Inside Guard Jack Kapp 303-7126 Jkapp2@comcast.net
Outside Guard Dave Hangsleben 590.0400 davidh@mitre.org
Outside Guard Mike Saller, Sr. 670.9937
Outside Guard John Fritsch 334.4234 Terpl4@comcast.net
3 Year Trustee Steve Trotman, PGK 794.1137 sdtrotman@comcast.net
2 Year Trustee Bryan Roberts, PGK 580.8660 bryanr@excaliburgrpllc.com
1 Year Trustee George Darnell, PGK 791.5153 darnellgd@comcast.net
Church Director John “Rick” Ontko 730.9453 SirRick5750@comcast.net
Council Director OPEN
Family Director Richard Crete 730.3869 TheCretes@comcast.net
Community Director John Angelotta 791.6940 angelotta@comcast.net
Youth Director John Angelotta 791.6940 angelotta@comcast.net
Membership/Retention Director | Bryan Roberts, PGK 580.8660 bryanr@excaliburgrpllc.com
KCIC Chairman Ray Stearns 791.2465 rstearns@worldnet.att.net
KOVAR Chairman John Brady 680.5135 Johnbrady01@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor Joe Marshall 791.4119 voyagerjs@earthlink.net
Pro-Life Chair Persons OPEN
Roses For Life Jack Kapp 303.7126 Jkapp2@comcast.net
Sub Sales Chairman Mike Romero, PGK 590.0437 mikeromero@comcast.net
Nissan Chairman Art Bohn, CGK 368.6964 arthur.bohn@vion.net
Parish Brunch Chairman John Brady 680.5135 Johnbrady0l1@comcast.net
Clergy Memorial Chairman Leon DeCerh 794.1017 Decerb3@msn.com
VDOT Road Cleanup Tom Zum Brunnen, PGK | 794.8413 thomaszb@comcast.net
Website Webmaster Joe Marshall 791.4119 voyagerjs@earthlink.net
District Deputy Hector Dittamo 491-5585 hdittamo@yahoo.com
District Warden Gary Lee 490-5394 GLeeSR@comcast.net

. . 540.972.485 | .
KOC Insurance Field Agent Jim Ulmer 5 james.ulmer@kofc.org
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